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Otatoment by Rep. Jim Leach (R-IAj 

At the Joint Hewing 

On Goowcroft Mlsoion to China 

Doc* 13. 1989 

Mr. C h air man , first let mo express my thanka for your extending 
the courtesy of allowing a minority choaen witneaa, Profensor Barnett. 
to testify. As tho Committee know*. Doak Barnett la one of America's 
loading Blaologlato. 

Mr. Chairman, no political party, no philosophical grouping hoa 
a monopoly on LncL'snat'on. The conservative wing of the Republican 
Party, the llboral wing of the Democratic Party, tho moderate center 
have reflocted unanimous appall at the indefcnoiblc auppreoaion of 
democratic dloocnt by tho enrrent government in Beijing. 

What U at issue today, however, ia not a question of indignation, 
but of Judgment - how America can play a constructive role in 
moderating Chinese policies and liberalizing Chinese instltutiona. If the 
history of the paat several decadea is a guide, almost every U.B. effort 
to isolate China has accentuated xenophobic nationalism on the 
mainland. On the other hand, almost every U.S. step toward 
constructive dialoguo with Beijing has been met with a liberalised 
response. 

This Congreso and this Administration have no intention of 
kowtowing to illegitimate Chinese actions. This Congreao and this 
Administration, however, have on obligation to the Chinese people to 
take whatever cteps that stand the best chance of li ft ing their 
government's yoke of political oppression. 

In the fl np l measure, the high-visibility gambit of General Scowcroft 
and Secretary Eagleburger may bo considered a test of the efficacy of 
outside parties helping extricate a proud nation from an embarrassing 
corner. President Bush is prudentially betting that an historically 
xenophobic China is more likely to temper its stridency at home and 
abroad if it isn't perceived to bo capitulating to the pressure of foreign 
poTTcrc. 

Here it muat be otresoed that the only political system that flte 
economic free enterpiiae is political free expression reflected in 
governmental Institutions of, by, and for the people. Advancing freely 
associated economic ties with the West has only one political oide 
oflect: it bullda brldgco to democracy. Isolating China economically 
runs a far greater risk of assuring oppression than advancing 
democracy. 

In moat circumstances in international affairs it ia preferable to 
havo open covenants openly arrived at. On rare occasions, however, 
administrations reflect raro wisdom by refusing to articulate on their 
own behalf all the reasons for all the policies for which they ore 
responsible. Tho very nature of today's Chinese conundrum makeo 
restraint — Le., public In articulation — a greater virtue than self-serving 
rationalisations. Tet tlilo Congreao must take notice that this President 
is not riak-aToroo, that ho li prepared to lead America according to a 
strong vision — even If his leadership brooks certain criticism. 

Alas, partisan confrontation haa again aurffioed in U.B. policies 
toward China, but loot there be doubt, it should be emphasized that 
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this time It U the Democratic Party that appear, to nrefer Irf„M„ rt i„ t 

Whey professional to occupy the White Hou.c. m terras of the 
!Sfr P w* ° f commun ^™ ^ Ea.tern Europe and our warming relation* 

Otatsa ia the world's greatest military power and preeminent symbol of 
hl'T^":'; ", P °"° 7 ° f fi°^"^one is fraught ^Td^/eTeither 
becoming isolated ourselves or .eeking a p cr iloua isolation of othenT 

As tho British historian B.H. Llddell Hart noted: "Never corner an 
opponent, and always aasist him to sare his face. Put yourself in his 

m£°*V 112? t0 De ?. t thln fi» through his eye B . Avoid self- rightcousneoo 
like the dorli - nothing do oelf-bUnding, M ^«wu»ho»b 

It U ironic ho*r llberaU for t^niy ye*r* tnzl.nt»6 on the wisdom of 
ffi^." *^ ^^ Zedon 2' fl c *"^ and now object to serious 
? mm. 1 i 0nB ^ DC1 ^ ^QP^'o government. The sovernment of 

ft n^^ n * P K OI J l0 ma ^ b ° °PP re " lv °. ma7 ^ck democratic legitimacy, but 
it cannot bo Ignored, 

It is also lronlo how thooe liberals who've pressed bo assiduously for 
arms control In U.B.-BoWet relation.; for consultation In 

Se ftul oSS!?tV'? ltl0 H ,! "? d f or I nnde "««nding In U.B.-relatlons with 
the full diversity of nation. In Latin America, appear in thU Instance to 
prefer a posture of rhetorical belligerency toward a formidable nuclear 
power rather than firm, principled dialogue. nuclear 

In thi. context, several obaervations are (n order: 

t„« V*?}' 2 iVC ^ ^° concom of Congress for security of the atatc of 
n^r „ !, 0U i d i e noted that the da ? ***** General Scowcroft left 
SSrAi " hft ^ n fi "i 11 ^ "tremely Important nonprolIferaUon Imues 
with China's senior leader.hlp, the Chinese Foreign Ministry publicly 
declared that it would not aeU medium range M-E > missile. Tto Syria 

8econd. given the concern of Congress for America's negative 
balanc, of trade, the obvlou. demands underlining: no responsible 
American leader can believe that our national economic IntereotB are 

l^^Z ¥1?** W<* olo ,!? efl * Bl «So warfare with a stubborn and 
soncocent Chinese leadership. 

Third; given the concern of Congress for Asian regional issues 
particularly Korea and Cambodia, no responsible solution is u"ely 
without a constructive Washington-Beijing dialogue. 

hJ ( rh B ^; < ^ i T^ Ia,m, ^t 00 !, m ^ CDm P ell ^ff concern, and reasons for 
high-level U.S. consultations with China, consultations which I am 

"S" d n CT " Iod on °" American side by ethical professionals who 
rebooted firm American concerns and solid American values. 

*u ^ QS ^ XSl Bl fl»J flcax *lr moderates over the course of the next year 
the President will bo vindicated: if not, the Admlnl.t»Uoa ™. th?rf.k 
to BeUtatf. 8 * " PinB t0 lefiIdmiE0 a l0 » than legitimate rcgSie 

the ^ToVJ"?**? 1 " 11 hiB ^° r S wlU r ° nd0r ' a ne ~ ^"Ident has within 
the acope of a single year firmly enocon.ed himself a. the central 

EZZ t? CadW "" Wfflt tOWard a now 9ecurit 7 *«alo g u 8 with the 
SS?oi,^.h *VT Ct f flt ? SlC dJ ^° SUe ^ th Chl »"' nnd a -w economic 
^fder^Mp^n^t! d ° TeI ° pln « ~° rld ' J ^««f ™/ b B in question, but 
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